PREPERATORY NOTES FOR 

25th NOVEMBER 2009
Young Researchers/You*th Inspire Project
Dear all lovely volunteers!

Firstly, thank you to you all for agreeing to help out with this brand new Pro Bono initiative for 09-10! I can assure you from the outset that it will be both a valuable and rewarding experience for both the youths we are working with and for you as volunteers! 

Really appreciate all of your efforts- let’s make this event one to remember.

Peace & Pro Bono Love,

Zi

-PB officer & YOU*th Inspire PL
The Project in a Nutshell

· Working in collaboration with Warwick University’s Institute of Education’s Young Researchers Programme

· Approximately 35 learners in year 9 from schools across the local area will be coming onto campus for a series of workshops to get them thinking about human rights in the broader context

· Project Output: NOT just a one off event of workshops/classes. The kids will be creating and delivering their OWN RESEARCH PROJECT on a human rights based area, using what they have learnt from the on campus event on the 25th- so your input really does count!

· Learners will then deliver/submit their research findings which will be either a written report or something practical like a drama/moot in February 2010 at the ANNUAL CONFERENCE

· Preliminary date for the Annual Student Conference is 3rd February 2010. Some of the research projects will be delivered/talked about. Learners who took part will receive certificates for their participation

Your Role Overall

· You all will be ‘group mentors’ for the day

· There will be two groups of 6 learners and four groups of 5 learners

· You will all be allocated to a group and be expected to stay with that group for the time that you volunteer

· Ideally there will be more than one group mentor per group, in order to provoke a wider discussion and varying perspectives

· There may also be times where you will be required to rotate across groups at times where volunteers have to leave for lectures/seminars etc

· Your role as group mentor basically means you have to be:

· Talkative

· Provoking

· Fun!

· Engaging

· You must:

· Ask your group questions

· Make an effort to involve the whole group, not letting some fall to the background, whilst at the same time, not making any of the learners feel intimidated

· Guide your group through the activities in various sessions

· REMEMBER: The aim is to enable the learners to understand how human rights do affect them/why they are important and their significance in the wider context of society and world affairs
Session Specific Guide

· Session 1: Icebreaker 
· Introduce yourself to your group

· Encourage them to introduce themselves to one another

· Lead them through the relevant ice breaker activity (details pending. Likely to be something like people bingo etc)

· Session 2: What are human rights?

· This session is key in order to ascertain what the learners already know or understand by human rights

· It will be your role to as follow up questions to their responses in order to delve deeper into their preconceptions

· Groups will be given basic scenarios where rights come into play, to consider

· After mini group discussions on this and brainstorming, there will be feedback
· Session 3: Videos & Discussions

· In order to understand this session, please have a sneaky preview on the videos that will be showing:

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot8YGiRtB7U
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTlrSYbCbHE
· Learners will be asked before videos are played to identify an example of a human right in either of the videos/an example of how that right has been breached/examples of how human rights have been championed i.e. pick up on figures such as Ghandi/MLK

· Group mentors to discuss these issues with their groups: human rights protection- does it work? Is it important? General feedback

· Session 4: Andrew Williams Talk

· Session 5: Debate Preparation

· Topic of the debate will be issues arising out of the infamous conjoined twin type cases

· Basic scenario will be provided

· Parents did not want to operate on babies, wanted to leave it to God

· Court intervened, duty to protect/preserve life of the stronger child

· Conflict of rights

· Right to exercise right to religion/right to life/preservation of life
· Whole class to be split up into a for/against/judging group

· Group mentors to help learners develop and prepare arguments dependent on what side they get

· Please give this debate topic some thought before the 25th so you have something to talk to your groups about!

· Stuff to have a quick read of and lots more stuff online

· http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/debate-should-doctors-separate-the-siamese-twins-701110.html
· http://myweb.lmu.edu/ckaczor/jodiemary.pdf
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/937586.stm
· Lunch Session

· Lunch will be over in the SU

· Would be nice to have as many of you around, so we can walk the learners over to the venue

· Lunch available for you guys as well (I think!)

· Group mentors to mix with learners within the lunch period to discuss normal university life/answer any questions learners may have/again provoke discussions!

· Session 6: Debate delivery

· Watch all your hard work pay off!

· Support learners through delivery

· Session 7: Research/Report Writing 

· Finish off the day by putting everything into context for the learners

· They will be provided with info as to what their research task is

· Answer any questions relating to the session

· Provide general tips and hints on how to write reports/research techniques

· Learners will be expected to go away devise a research piece including an interview of some sort/questionnaire/written up piece
· We have posed the overall research Q as ‘Should there be a UK Bill of Rights?’ Obviously from this stems very many issues- is our human rights protection adequate/inadequate/needs change/ etc- it can be interpreted and moulded and focussed down into a much narrower area of human rights- maybe one specific right in particular. It will be for us to help the learners understand the breadth of the research scope and how they can pretty much shape their task around an area they are interested in!
PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE A BRIEFING ON MONDAY 23RD NOVEMBER AT 1.15PM IN S0.28 TO ADDRESS ANY QUERIES/TO PROVIDE YOU WITH FINAL DETAILS OF LOCATIONS ETC. ATTENDANCE IS REALLY IMPORTANT IF YOU ARE VOLUNTEERING ON THE 25TH
· Please have a thorough look at the schedule for the day and the rota- so you know which sessions you will be present for- and know what mental preparation to do in advance!
· Any questions or queries, please email me on z.s.islam@warwick.ac.uk
· Please note I am away for all of week 7 and will be back in week 8 for our briefing on Monday

· If there are any urgent queries in my absence please address them to Bonnie Cooke at pro_bono@warwick.ac.uk
Finally, I hope you guys enjoy the day. A lot has gone into designing and implementing the project and with all of your valued commitment and effort I am sure we can make YOU*th Inspire a massive success this year (
“Education is for improving the lives of others and leaving your community and world, better than you found it.”

M.W.Edelman

